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Foreword

The purpose of this book is not to find fault with
a Church, Ministry or individual, but to highlight
some of the things | have observed during our
many years of revival meetings across the
denominational spectrum.

| don't hold myself to be an expert, but when you
have been in over 5,000 revival meetings, of 3
to 4 hours duration or more, in various
countries, you learn a lot of things about people
and how they react to a move of God.

From the time | was filled with the Spirit at the
age of 17, | have always been open to and
hungry for the realm of the Holy Spirit. The
experience that night was so real and powerful
that it profoundly affected me, to the extent that
there has not been a time that | have ever
doubted the experience | had with the Holy
Spirit.

The anointing, which is the power of God, had
such an impact on my life that | could not get
enough of His presence. | spent many hours in
prayer and reading the Word even during my
lunch and tea breaks at work. (Yes, that's what
they do in South Africa).



The experience made me want to live right
before God, and | was afraid of losing the
anointing because of sin or unbelief, so |
repented often.

Consequently, | allowed the Holy Spirit to
correct me, (which has been many times) and
yielded to

Him as best | could. I, like anyone else, have
had opportunities to choose another path, but
the thought of not feeling His awesome
presence in my life was one amazing deterrent.
The anointing will deliver us from the yoke of
bondage and keep us free.

The walk in the Spirit has been and still is
delightful and | am positive the Lord had to work
overtime, to make sure | stayed delighted.

Isaiah 55:2 says, "Wherefore do ye spend
money for that which is not bread? and your
labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen
diligently to me, and eat that which is good, and
let your soul delight itself in fatness."

The word fatness is symbolic of the
“anointing”. The amplified bible explains it
well ... "and let your soul delight itself in
fatness [the profuseness of spiritual joy].
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(italic/bold my insertion for emphasis) This
speaks of excessive joy or joy that is not a
human source.

There is an anointing of Joy, which destroys the
yoke of bondage of depression, anxiety, worry
etc., Isaiah 61 calls it "the oil of joy instead of
mourning”.

These are common human conditions, that the
pharmaceutical companies make $billions from

prescription medication. But God has the
answer and it’s called the Joy of the Lord.
Every believer can experience the “profuseness
of spiritual joy.”

We can live in that joy, and it is not dependent
on an outside stimulus, but an inward
relationship. Acts 13:52 (Amp) "And the
disciples were continually filled [throughout their
souls] with joy and the Holy Spirit."

As a child, | never really liked my name Gillroy,
because it seemed often to be the source of
someone's mirth and merriment, calling me
Gilly, Kilroy, Golly etc.

After | got filled with the Spirit, | found out that
my name meant “The Kings faithful servant,
which made me extremely happy. | started
using Gil, the shortened version of my name
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simply because with a double surname,
Howard-Browne, people thought my first name
was Gil and my second name was Roy.

Years later, during the revival meeting in the
early 90’s, | was blessed to find out that Gil
meant extreme joy, as per Strong's Exhaustive
Concordance.

Strongs #1523 " gil " - (gheel) be glad, joy, be
Joyful, rejoice, to spin round (under the influence
of any violent emotion.

Joy has been a big part of my ministry even
before the wave of revival broke out in 1990.
My favorite subject to teach was the joy of the
Lord. So, when revival came, | was very
comfortable with the profuseness of joy in our
meetings.

Many people referred to the move of God in the
90’s as the Revival of Joy. But joy was only an
outward sign of an inward work of the Holy
Spirit, bringing new life, new vision, and new
purpose to those who allowed God to touch
them with His anointing.

The purpose of Revival is to bring people into a
deeper relationship with God and one of the
benefits of revival is to experience the
profuseness of spiritual joy.



Revival is about God touching and changing
hearts, not enhancing denominations or
doctrine. It is the denominations and doctrines
of men, that have stopped rather than nurtured
the move of God.

When our opinions get in the way of what God is
doing, that stops the hand of God from moving
in our lives.

Revival is ... God manifesting His glory,
presence, and power, and we, the Body of
Christ, yielding to whatever He is wanting to do
in and through our lives. Revival is God's
direction for man's reception.

It is NEVER about a manifestation. If we seek a
manifestation, it will become carnal and have
nothing to do with God.

But when we receive the touch of God,
something amazing will happen, just like it did to
the Apostle Paul on the road to Damascus.

The touch of God will bring a change in attitude,
direction, and a new level of obedience to the
will and purpose of God.

The Upper Room experience was powerful,
tangible, and visible and it changed the disciples
and gave them new boldness to preach the
Gospel with signs following.
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The Church was born and that same day, the
Disciples stepped into their calling, the Great
Commission to ...

Mark 16:16 "Go ye into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature.”

Vs 17 “and these signs shall follow them that
believe; In my name shall they cast out devils;
they shall speak with new tongues; “

Vs. 18 “They shall take up serpents; and if they
drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them;
they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall
recover."



Introduction

Psalm 85:6-8

* 6 - Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy
people may rejoice in thee?

* 7 -Shew us thy mercy, O Lord, and grant
us thy salvation.

* 8 -1 will hear what God the Lord will
speak: for he will speak peace unto his
people, and to his saints: but let them not
turn again to folly."

Revivals have historically taken place during
times of economic distress, political unrest,
apathy in the Church, and moral decline. This is
the seedbed for revival. God uses those
moments in history to get people's attention.

It's usually during these times, when people get
worried, fearful, anxious, and lose hope and
vision. When there is a desperation and lost
hope and vision, people look for answers and
this is an opportunity for God to reach them.
The Body of Christ needs to be ready and
willing to run with whatever God chooses to do.



Great Manifestations.

Every great move of God was accompanied by
great manifestations of His power, which
grabbed the attention of millions of believers
and nonbelievers, from all walks of life and
religious persuasion.

God does not bless people based on their
religious beliefs, but on their hearts being open
and yielded to Him. We compartmentalize
people into categories based on what we see
and understand about them.

But God is concerned about and has
compassion for ALL people. That's what Jesus
died for. "For God so loved the world that He
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth on Him should not perish but have
everlasting life” John. 3:16

The very basis of the Gospel is that it is for ALL
people regardless of their education, social
status, ethnic origin etc. The only requirement
is that they believe and receive the gift of
salvation that God prepared for them.

It has been my experience over the many years
of holding revival meetings, that God freely
pours out His power upon all who would open
their hearts to receive. | have been amazed
time and time again to see who God touched,
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even people whom | thought did not qualify,
based on what | perceived them to be.

God looks on the heart and responds with His
life changing touch. Just like He did with Saul
of Tarsus, who was engaged in a campaign to
eradicate Christians, putting them in prison or
having them put to death. Jesus met him and
touched him on the road to Damascus and
changed his life forever. (I cover this in greater
depth in Chapter 2)

Sadly, because of our traditional doctrinal
understanding of God, we place limits on what
He can do, which leads to individuals or groups
who have opposed every move of God down
through history.

Some have been so forceful that they were
instrumental in shutting down a revival that God
started. Every revival has seen a rise in Heresy
Hunters/Apologists who write books and
produce videos to “expose” the revival as “of the
devil.”

The sad truth is most of these people do not
acknowledge the power of the Spirit in the
modern-day Church and believe that miracles
and signs and wonders ceased when the last of
the Apostles passed away.
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That idea would suggest that it was the Apostles
themselves who possessed the power and
ability to work miracles. But that is simply not
true. Acts 10:38 states “how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
great power; and He went around doing good
and healing all who were oppressed by the
devil, because God was with Him.”

Many of them believe that all outward
manifestations are the work of demons or the
flesh. Jesus Himself was accused of healing by
the power of the deuvil.

He cast a demon out of the blind man, and in
Matthew 12:24 we read "But the Pharisees
heard it and said, “This man casts out demons
only by [the help of] Beelzebul (Satan) the
prince of the demons.”

Sure, there are many flaky things that happen
during revival. It’s called. “flesh” and is present
in every Church, whether in or out of revival.
The Apostle Paul addressed this. Galatians 3:3
“Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit,
are you now being made perfect by the flesh?"

There are Church denominations that were born
in revival, but today are a shadow of what they
used to be, because they moved away from the
things of the Spirit to a works-based ministry.
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That is why, every 20 to 30 years, history has
recorded another great revival, which God used
to touch the next generation, so that people can
never forget His greatness. Every generation
need to be able to “taste and see that the Lord
is Good” Psalm 34:8 So, God poured out His
Spirit upon a new generation and the old ones
as well.

The people who embraced the move of God
were profoundly touched by His outpouring. The
skeptics sat on the sidelines questioning and
analyzing everything they saw. The ones who
hated it became very vocal and put doubts in
the minds of those who were not grounded in
the faith and the Word of God.

That’s what happened when the Apostle Paul
was ministering in lconium. "But the unbelieving
Jews stirred up the Gentiles and planted evil in
their minds against the brethren." Acts 14:2 In
fact they did such a good job that they stirred up
the people to do bodily harm to Paul by planning
to stone him. But God revealed the plot to Paul
who left the area and travelled about sixty miles
away and continued to preach in Lystra and
Derbe.

During every great move of God, He gave
specific people new vision, new purpose, new
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direction, and a fresh new anointing to fulfill His
plan and purpose.

After a few years, the ones who embraced what
God had done, were desperate to keep on
experiencing what they had received from the
Lord, and so a movement or denomination was
birthed. Sadly, over time, what was real became
a tradition.

The truth is God understands human nature and
His grace and mercy is always extended to
those who are called by His name. So, He
prepares a fresh wind of the Spirit and an
outpouring of His Glory at specific moments in
history, to bring a "time of refreshing” to the old
guard and touch the next generation with a
move of His Spirit that is life changing.

Unfortunately, in the humanistic and educated
society we live in today, with its anti-God,
evolutionary and “big bang” roots, it has become
a greater challenge for God to get the attention
of people.

When we begin to believe our origin was not
from God and that we evolved from a primordial
cell, God becomes irrelevant. When society is
self-sufficient and self-reliant, we do not need a
miracle working God. But when these man-
made institutions begin to collapse and
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hardships come, we become much more
sensitive and open to the things of God.

What people need is a powerful encounter with
God that will leave them knowing without a
shadow of a doubt that God is all powerful, all
knowing and present everywhere. | call it
REVIVAL.

According to Merriam Webster's dictionary,
revival is ...

e an act or instance of reviving: the
state of being revived.

e renewed attention to or interest in
something.

e a period of renewed religious interest

¢ an often highly emotional evangelistic
meeting or series of meetings

When God pours out His glory on us, we
experience that "instance of reviving". We have
a renewed "attention to or interest in" the things
of God. Worship becomes our passion and
God's word (His will) becomes our focus.
Revival is not just to our spirit but to our soul
and body as well.

Paul's prayer for the Church was that we “be
filled” with all the fullness of God. Eph 3:19 "And
to know the love of Christ, which passes
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knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the
fulness of God."

"And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly;
and | pray God your whole spirit and soul and
body be preserved blameless unto the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ" 1 Thessalonians 5:23

Not only do people experience God's touch
within their spirit, but many experience healing
in their emotions (the soul) and physical healing
as well. God's purpose in sending a revival or
outpouring, is to get His people filled throughout
their being, body, soul, and spirit, so that every
part of their life is changed.

A Christian filled with God's presence is willing
to obey the Spirit of God and be led by Him.
When we are in a relationship with Him, our
desires change and our focus changes from us
to Him. God and His presence become the
focus and His purpose and plan becomes our
desire and our lives become more productive for
the Kingdom of God.

Revival is a visitation of God, or God making
Himself known to His people. Believers, who
knew Him by faith, now know Him in a tangible
way. A visitation of God is often for an individual,
and sometimes it is for a specific Church, but
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often it is for a region or an entire Nation or it
becomes a global visitation.

There were six great awakenings recorded in
history and the one we have experienced more
recently in the 90's, which is still having an
impact today.

Sadly, many Pastors and their congregations
shy away from revival or outright reject it, mostly
because of their denominational background
and training or they are afraid to offend new
members.

They do not know how to administer revival or
do not want to relinquish control. Or are
skeptical because of what they have seen and
heard about the revival. Some, out of ignorance
run from it because of their inability to explain
what is happening.

The reason is twofold. Bible School’s cannot
prepare you in the natural for what God does in
the supernatural. Secondly, revival does not
start in the head, the intellect and spread to the
heart. It starts in the heart, the spirit of man and
spreads to the head and every part of our being.

Every great revival of History had its own set of
circumstances and God's corresponding
response was quite different in many cases. It is
because man's calamity is God's opportunity, to
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show forth His love and compassion, so each
revival had its unique flavor.

God’s unique timing.

A visitation of God does not come in acceptable
religious parameters. Revival is not a man
planned event, but a God ordained event, at His
timing, in response to the hunger of the hearts
of His people. A true revival cannot be controlled
by man but must be controlled by the Holy Spirit
just as on the day of Pentecost.

| have seen Church boards shut down a revival,
simply because some of their members had not
seen this before and decided it was not of God.
We must look at the lives being saved, healed,
and set free from sin.

We must look for the evidence of God’s nature,
which is the fruit of the Spirit, love, joy, and
peace. These fruits of the Spirit will be very
prominent in a move of God because it is the
very nature of God that is being manifested in
the hearts of His people.

When the Holy Spirit visited the upper room, it
was with great power and demonstration. A
"rushing mighty wind". The amplified bible
describes it as a "violent tempest blast".
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There were "cloven tongue like as of fire" that
appeared on the disciples' heads, and they were
speaking in unknown tongues and languages
they had never learned. This was a visible and
audible outpouring of great magnitude, timed by
God to have maximum exposure.

So great was the outpouring in the upper room,
that the noise spread across the city of
Jerusalem. The crowds that gathered were
"devout and God fearing" men from all over the
region who had come to celebrate the feast of
Pentecost.

Their reaction to what they saw and heard was
much like the reaction of people today, when
first observing a Holy Ghost revival.

Acts Chapter 2 tells us that “they were beside
themselves with amazement”. They were
“puzzled and bewildered”. Some “were in doubt,
saying ... what does this mean”, because they
could not understand what was taking place.
Others mocked and were critical as they thought
the disciples were simply drunk.

It appears from Acts 2, that God did not consider
the sensibilities of the religious people present
in Jerusalem. God did not “soft soap” the
outpouring to make it “seeker friendly” It was His
outpouring on His terms and for His plan,
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purpose, and direction. Man's plans were
irrelevant.

Our human perception of God is limited to what
we can grasp and understand with our natural
minds. God is infinite and we are finite. God is
immortal and we are mortal. His ways are
higher than our ways and our thoughts are not
His. (Isaiah 55: 9)

We cannot understand His infinite plans with our
finite minds. When an Immortal, Omnipotent,
Supernatural God touches mortal man,
something supernatural is going to happen. So,
it is understandable that humans would react in
this way to a Divine visitation.

For some people, faith and trust come easily.
But many are like doubting Thomas and must
see and understand before they can believe.

God knows that and understands and is patient
and longsuffering and will take His time and wait
for people to make their own decision to believe
and receive. That is why we as pastors and
evangelists need to have patience and
compassion and love as we help more and
more people to receive all that God has for
them.

We cannot force people to change their hearts.
We can only persuade them by the anointing on
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our words and by the testimony of our lives.
When people see fruit in our lives, they may
want the same and be open to receive what
God has for their lives.

One of the mistakes that the Body of Christ has
made is to pressure people to conform and
participate. But that only produces robotic
compliance that will not stand the test of time
and will not bring change from within.

The internal change can only come from the
touch of God, which reaches into the recesses
of the heart, soul, and mind of the individual.

God will move heaven and earth to reach
people with His truth and power. But at the end
of the day, we have a will, and it must be yielded
to His purpose and presence.

So, revival must get people’s attention. It must
literally stir people at their core and challenge
their traditional mindsets and beliefs, thoughts
and emotions and break them out of the mold
that religion has placed on them.

The Apostle Paul declared it in 1 Cor 2:4 (Amp)
"and my speech and my preaching was not in
words of man's wisdom ... but in demonstration
of the power of God ... a proof by the Spirit,
stirring in the minds of my hearers the most holy
emotions and thus persuading them."
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The crowd hearing him were probably believers
and non-believers that were being exposed to
the power of God for the first time.

The anointing that was upon Paul as he
ministered, stirred people's emotions, and
became the evidence that they needed to make
a choice, receive the message, and accept
Christ into their lives.

We are an emotional people, and we react
emotionally to life's happenings. We get mad,
sad, and glad. When God's awesome power
touches people, they react in different ways.

It is those reactions that get noticed by others
who will accept or reject them, based on their
level of understanding of what is and what is not
of God.

So itis that God must work on them to change
mindsets that are the blockages to Him moving
in His Church. Non-believers are affected as
well. They get an invitation from a Christian
friend or co-worker to come to the revival. The
Spirit of God will also touch them if they are
hungry and respond to Him.

Because true revival is a visitation from God, we
cannot decide how it should be orchestrated.
We cannot have a board meeting with a panel of
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elders and deacons and strategize and organize
a revival.

We are only entrusted as caretakers when He
decides to visit and pour out His power, grace,
and glory upon us.

We must yield to His divine plan, purpose, and
not try to understand with our natural mind what
He is doing in our lives. An encounter with God
opens us up to His Spirit and gives Him
opportunity to work inside without our
interference.

As caretakers of the revival God sends, we must
make sure that His word is not being violated
and that Jesus is the center of attention. But we
must be careful, that our interpretation of the
Bible is not a hindrance to what God is trying to
do.

That is why we need a close relationship with
the Holy Spirit because He is the Spirit of truth
and will guide us into all truth. Revival is not
about what is happening but WHO is
happening.

It is easy to get sidetracked and focus on the
manifestations of revival. Because God is
supernatural, the natural mind cannot
understand and accept the manifestation of His
power and glory.
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People see God touching lives and because
there is often an emotional response to the
touch of God, they either receive it, analyze it,
or reject it.

Those that receive it, love it and try to preserve
it. Those that analyze it, may miss what God is
trying to do in them. Those that reject it, hate it
and try to stop it or are indifferent to it. (I talk
about the three groups of people in Chapter
three.)

It is that war going on between flesh and spirit
that Paul talks about in Galatians 5:17 “For the
sinful nature has its desire which is opposed to
the

Spirit, and the [desire of the] Spirit opposes the
sinful nature; for these [two, the sinful nature
and the Spirit] are in direct opposition to each
other [continually in conflict].”

We must have a personal relationship with Him
and a revelation of His presence and power, or
we will embrace things that are logical to the

natural mind and controllable by our standards.

| am NOT saying anything goes. Revival is “free
for all” but is not a "free-for-all". Whatever the
Holy Spirit does, is always designed to make
people more aware of Jesus. The manifestation
of the Spirit will cause people to fall in love with
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God and desire to do His will IF THEY ALLOW
HIM TO BRING ABOUT CHANGE.

Not everyone will embrace what God does. It
was the same in Jesus’ day. It is because many
are not ready to totally yield their lives to His
purpose. God's purpose in sending revival is to
bring a new level of obedience to God and a
desire to do His will.

| cannot receive the benefit from revival if | am
not willing to change. Act 3:19 (Amp) says " So
repent (change your mind and purpose); turn
around and return [to God], that your sins may
be erased (blotted out, wiped clean), that times
of refreshing (of recovering from the effects of
heat, of reviving with fresh air) may come from
the presence of the Lord;"

The act of repenting is to change our mind and
purpose, to turn around and return to God.
Then times of “refreshing” come from the
Presence of the Lord, and people get revived
with fresh air and recover from the effects of
heat.

Revival brings refreshing, blessing and change
to our lives, our Church, our City, State or
Country. We must be ready, hungry, thirsty, and
desperate for His touch.

25



Then when He touches us,

e we must be willing to follow Him and
¢ GO where He wants us to go.

e DO what He wants us to do.

e SAY what He wants us to say.

e BE what He wants us to be.
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Chapter ONE
CHANGE

Every revival has resulted in a new level of
understanding and obedience to God's will.
Many are permanently changed and go on to do
great things for the Kingdom. Sadly, thousands
do not embrace what God is doing and continue
living life as normal.

| have seen numerous people profoundly
touched by God's power and presence, but they
failed to yield to Him and obey His voice, and
lost what God was trying to do in their lives.

They were bystanders and onlookers and
instead of embracing what God was doing with
an open heart, they were influenced by the
skeptics and those that were critical and
rejected God's visitation.

This has been a pattern since biblical days. It
was said of Jesus, “He came unto His own, and
His own received Him not” John 1:11  "But the
unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and
made their minds evil affected against the
brethren." Acts 14:2

The Pharisees accused Jesus of casting out
devils by the power of the devil. Mark 3:22
Many critics in modern times have blamed every
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outpouring of God on the devil or the flesh. The
truth is, neither the devil nor the flesh could
have organized the great historic outpourings
that have taken place over the past several
centuries.

It's strange to me that the devil can get so much
credit and be blamed for so many things, yet
man cannot see an omnipotent, almighty God,
as being the source of these great outpourings.

In the revival in the 90's, my brothers and | were
greatly involved in what God was doing, and still
are at this writing. We have been accused of
using hypnotism, auto suggestion, and crowd
manipulation, as if we were that powerful and
skilled. The fact is that God uses ordinary
people not because of their ability, skills, or
knowledge, but because they are willing to obey
and yield to His will and purpose.

Not everyone will embrace what God does.
Jesus exhorted His followers to "tarry in
Jerusalem". There were over five hundred who
saw Jesus (1 Corinthians 15) who may have
heard Jesus' exhortation, but only 120 were
present in the upper room at the great and
historic moment when the Holy Spirit
descended. It was the 120 who stepped out of
the upper room, on fire, full of the anointing, and
proceeded to change history forever. The
amazing thing was, they were ordinary people.
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In fact, most were not educated in existing
schools, except for Dr. Luke and later Apostle
Paul. When the Sanhedrin, magistrates, scribes,
and elders, who had arrested Peter and John
for preaching the Gospel, questioned them the
next day, so powerful was Peter's response that
they were amazed. Acts 4:13 (amplified)
records, “Now when they saw the boldness and
unfettered eloquence of Peter and John and
perceived that they were unlearned and
untrained in the schools [ordinary people with
no educational advantages], they marveled; and
they recognized that they had been with Jesus.

It was the personal encounter with God that
Peter and John had experienced that changed
them. On the day of Pentecost, the bible says,
"And they were all filled (diffused throughout
their souls) with the Holy Spirit..." Acts 2:4
(Amp.) This was an amazing, life-changing
experience, which imparted something
internally. It changed them from ordinary
Christians to anointed vessels that God could
use.

This was God revealing Himself to them within
their innermost being, their earthly spirit, and
filling them with the anointing, the power of God,
that would cause them to go out and fulfill the
words of Jesus ... " Verily, verily, | say unto you,
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He that believeth on me, the works that | do
shall he do also; and greater works than these
shall he do; because | go unto my Father." John
14:12 And to fulfill the great commission He
gave them ... " he said unto them, go ye into all
the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature." Mark 16:15

This was the fulfillment of the last words Jesus
spoke prior to ascending into heaven. "But ye
shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth." Acts 1:8

The upper room forever changed the nature of
the Church, because no longer was God on the
outside of the believer, but He was now
personally present inside each one in the form
of the Holy Spirit, leading and guiding them from
within.

The apostle John explained it so well in 1 Jn
2:27 “But the anointing which you have received
of him abides in you, and you need not that any
man teach you: but as the same anointing
teaches you of all things, and is truth, and is no
lie, and even as it hath taught you, you shall
abide in him."
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This has been the focus of all the great
outpourings that God sent, which brought
hungry and thirsty believers into a new
relationship with Him and a new awareness of
His presence, power and will for their lives.
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Chapter Two

Revival is for everyone.

There is no earthly or heavenly reason, God
would not want to touch and change the lives of
people. In fact, He gave His only begotten Son,
Jesus, to die on the cross to save humanity
from their sins. The very fact that Jesus not only
died to save us, but He died to make us whole,
in body, soul and spirit. He came to give life and
life more abundantly. John 10:10

Revival, the act of “being revived,” is an
outcome of what Christ accomplished on the
cross. The veil in the Temple, separating the
people from the Holy presence of God, was torn
in two, signifying that the separation was over.

Because of God's act of grace and mercy,
humanity now had the opportunity and choice to
receive His free gift of salvation and to invite the
Holy Spirit to dwell within them, and lead and
guide them from within.

We now have direct access to the throne room
of God via the Holy Spirit. Hebrews 4:16 (KJV)
"Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace
to help in time of need." Why? ... to find help in
time of need. That means without hesitation, we
can approach the Father through prayer
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assisted by the Holy Spirit, who is Comforter,
Teacher, and Guide.

His door is always open to those who hunger
and thirst after Him. Jesus said, “if any man is
thirsty, let him come unto me and drink, and out
of his belly will flow rivers of living water” John
10:10. There were no other conditions, only
thirst. The only action on our part was to “come
and drink” He did not tell us to get holy first
before coming to Him, because "our
righteousness’s are as filthy rags" Isaiah 64:6 It
is His presence and glory that will change the
church from within.

God is trying to tell us that His blessings are free
for everyone. You do not have to wait for the
next revival to come, you can walk in His
presence daily and experience His awesome
touch throughout your life on earth. "a very
present help" Psalm 46:1

Grace and mercy came not because we were
special but because He is special. Grace and
mercy are the evidence of the very nature of
God. The fruit of the Spirit, Love, Joy, Peace,
Long-suffering, Gentleness, Goodness, Faith,
Meekness, Temperance, describe the true
nature of God. That is who and what He is.
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God in fact invites people in Jeremiah 33:3 to
"Call unto me, and | will answer thee, and shew
thee great and mighty things, which thou
knowest not." He is ready to meet with anyone
who would call unto Him.

God knows that without His help, presence, and
power, we are on our own, and must deal with
the issues of life as best we can. But with God's
presence and power on the inside, we have
inside help and life becomes much more
bearable and successful.

Paul's prayer for the Church daily was ... "that
He would grant you according to His riches in
glory to be strengthened with might by His Spirit
in the inner man” Ephesians 3:16.
“Strengthened with might", sounds like an
amazing experience. It speaks of making strong
that which was weak.

This is not just some faith thing that we simply
believe and continue as normal. This is life
changing. He continues ... "that Christ would
dwell in our hearts by faith, that we would come
to know the length, breadth, depth and height of
God” That is a lot of knowing for a finite mind.

Verse 19 (amplified bible) takes it to a whole
new level. “[That you may really come] to know
[practically, through experience for yourselves]
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the love of Christ, which far surpasses mere
knowledge [without experience]; that you may
be filled [through all your being] unto all the
fullness of God [may have the richest measure
of the divine Presence, and become a body
wholly filled and flooded with God Himself.”

| love the whole prayer from vs 16 - 20. But the
last part of Vs 20 (Amp) is profound. He is "Able
to do superabundantly, far over and above all
that we [dare] ask or think [infinitely beyond our
highest prayers, desires, thoughts, hopes, or
dreams]" This is profound indeed and vastly
beyond human comprehension. | do not have to
understand it, but | can accept it and trust that
what God said in His word He meant.

The words "really, practically, experience, filled
through all your being, richest measure, wholly
filled and flooded with God Himself", speak of
something much deeper than faith alone.

Faith receives all the above and it becomes a
tangible experience in this present realm. It is
clear from the Scripture, that God wants us to
experience His awesomeness, and the
greatness of His power.

Something of interest to note about Paul's
prayer, he never once mentioned the devil. His
emphasis was on the Father, Son and Holy
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Spirit and God's kingdom, and what He intended
for the Body of Christ. Our focus should be on
the awesomeness of God and His power and
presence. If you want to have more light, do not
hang around in the darkness.

All the apostles in the bible experienced God's
power and touch in a special way. Except for the
Apostle Paul and some others, all had
experienced the power of God during the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the upper room
on the day of Pentecost. The experience was
profound indeed and changed their lives
drastically.

The Apostle Paul, who was Saul of Tarsus, met
Jesus on the road to Damascus, and he states,
"a light "brighter than the noonday sun flashing
round about me"(Acts 28 Amplified), he fell to
the ground trembling, was blinded for three
days, and his life was radically changed.

He went from being “highly educated” to highly
"revelated" and declared in 1 Corinthians. 2:4
"And my speech and my preaching was not with
enticing words of man's wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power: Vs.5
“That your faith should not stand in the wisdom
of men, but in the power of God”
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Peter in the upper room, was changed
overnight. John received the revelation on the
Isle of Patmos where he was exiled by Roman
Emperor Domitian, and later returned to
Ephesus to continue his ministry. These men of
God went on to do great things in the Kingdom.
Stephen, who saw God do many signs and
wonders through his ministry, was stoned by the
religious crowd that did not like his teaching.
While they were stoning him, he saw the glory
of God all around him. | believe he did not feel
pain because of the anointing and glory of God
all over him.

Phillip the deacon, who also experienced great
signs and wonders in his ministry in Samaria,
was led by the Spirit into the wilderness of Gaza
to witness to the Ethiopian Eunuch.

The Eunuch was reading a scroll from Isaiah the
prophet about Jesus but could not understand it.
Phillip explained the message of Christ to the
Eunuch who then asked if he could be baptized
in water.

Phillip baptized him in a watering hole, and
when they came out of the water, Phillip was
transported or teleported from the place where
he baptized the Eunuch over thirty miles to the
seacoast town of Azotus.
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Philip could have questioned the validity of the
command to go but trusted the Holy Spirit inside
him and "ran there”. The result is that God
changed the life of this powerful and influential
Eunuch and then took Philip to his next
assignment.

This experience must have been mind boggling,
and if Philip had told it to most Christians of the
day, they would have told him he was
hallucinating, and to lay off the fatty camel stew
for a while.

Without the presence of the Holy Spirit and the
anointing, our faith in God becomes intellectual
and even legalistic. The Holy Spirit reveals the
power of God to us, demonstrating and
manifesting God's supernatural power in us and
through us.

We could say, the Holy Spirit is Gods agent here
on earth, pointing us towards God and revealing
ALL that He has prepared for us.

1 Corinthians 2:9-10 (Amp.) "But, on the
contrary, as the Scripture says, what eye has
not seen and ear has not heard and has not
entered into the heart of man, [all that] God has
prepared (made and keeps ready) for those who
love Him [ who hold Him in affectionate
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reverence, promptly obeying Him and gratefully
recognizing the benefits He has bestowed]."

10 “Yet to us God has unveiled and revealed
them by and through His Spirit, for the Spirit
searches diligently, exploring and examining
everything, even sounding the profound and
bottomless things of God [the divine counsels
and things hidden and beyond man’ scrutiny.”
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Chapter Three
Three people groups.

In every revival, there are people of every
background and mindset that you can think of.
They either embrace fully what God is doing or
analyze and question everything or criticize and
reject God's move outright.

During the past 33 years of ministry, we have
had the privilege of holding revivals in many
denominations in the USA, such as Pentecostal,
Charismatic, Independent, Word of Faith,
Southern Baptist, Northern Baptist, Lutheran,
Episcopal, Methodist, Open Bible and several
other denominations in our international revivals
in Europe, Asia, Philippines, Africa, Australia
and Canada. You get to see God in action
touching lives regardless of their background,
doctrine, or persuasion.

It has been wonderful to see how God is able to
break through all the religious and social
barriers that people have in their lives. He is a
good God and wants to bless His people in a
big way and will move heaven and earth to
reach people with His love and blessing
regardless of their religious and ethnic
background.
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During each revival, | noticed that there were
people who loved the move of God and jumped
in right away. There were those who stood on
the sidelines, examining, and assessing the
waters before stepping into God's river.

There were people who rejected the revival
outright and became hostile towards us and
what was happening. The Lord showed me that
there are three types of people present in every
revival as it was on the day of Pentecost. They
were the Peter heart, the Thomas heart, and the
Pharisee heart.

The Peter Heart

The Peter heart is a hungry and yielded heart
and embraces God without question. Peter was
quick to respond to Jesus’ call to follow him and
became one of Jesus' favorite disciples. In fact,
his actual name was Simon and Jesus renamed
him an Aramaic name "Cephas" (greek 2786
Képhas: "a rock,) which was the Greek word for
rock "Petros” So he became Peter.

His simple faith and trust resulted in Jesus
recognizing him as a rock, faithful and strong.
He walked on the water at Jesus invitation
without question. When Jesus began to preach
a solid word, the multitude who had just
received the miracle of the loaves and fishes,
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began to leave until only the disciples were left.
In response to Jesus' question, “will ye also go
away” Peter was quick to respond, “unto whom
shall we go, for thou hast the words of eternal
life.”

It was Peter, who stood before the multitude
after the upper room outpouring and persuaded
3,000 people, through his anointed preaching,
to receive Christ as savior. It was Peter whom
God used to first preach to the gentiles. Peter
trusted the Holy Spirit so much that he obeyed
and as a result, Cornelius a Gentile from
Caesarea, received the Holy Spirit as Peter
prayed for him.

The Thomas Heart

The second group is the Thomas group, who
just like doubting Thomas, must see and
understand in the natural before they can
receive in the spiritual. They were the ones who
were in doubt saying “what meaneth this” The
outpouring had never been seen before and
they had a hard time embracing what they saw.

The bible says in 1 Corinthians 2:14 “But the
natural man receives not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned”.
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We see many of the Thomas group in the
modern-day Church. Yes, they love the Lord
and honor Him. But the realm of the Spirit does
not come easily to them. Mostly because of the
way they have been raised and even the
circumstances in which they were introduced to
Christ. If their spiritual mentor / pastor is not
open to the things of the Spirit, it is most likely
that they will be the same.

God loves them as much as He loves the Peter
heart and will move heaven and earth to reach
them with the revelation of His Glory. Just like
Jesus took time to allow Thomas to believe. He
allowed Thomas to touch the nail prints in His
hands and to see the scar of the spear wound
on His side. Thomas believed after seeing and
was able to receive from Jesus. Jesus then
said, "Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have believed.”

| have seen the Lord persuade the "Thomas
like" people in our meetings, who were very
skeptical when they arrived, but left firm
believers having experienced God’s touch for
themselves. For some, it took several nights of
revival meetings before they were able to
receive what God was doing.

If you find yourself in a place of being skeptical,
do not reject what you see outright, but ask the
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Holy Spirit to reveal it to you and keep an open
heart and mind and let the Lord take you on the
journey He has for your life. That is why your
relationship with the Holy Spirit daily is so
important. He will show you what is good and
what is bad.

The Pharisee Heart

The third group is the Pharisee group. They are
religious, legalistic, and have a form of
Godliness. They will acknowledge God's
awesomeness and power but will keep it in the
pages of the Bible. They like tradition and
religious form and ceremony and may or may
not ever embrace a move of God.

They are usually very controlling people, just
like the Scribes and Pharisees that gave Jesus
such a tough time and did the same to the
disciples. If the Church is predominantly the
Pharisee group, you will most likely not see
revival in that Church. Most Churches have a
mix of all three groups, with the majority
reflecting the values of the Pastor. The old
saying “birds of a feather flock together”
explains that well.

God will not move beyond that which the
leadership will allow. If the leadership embraces
the move of God, they will have to deal with all
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three groups in the Church, the Peter Heart, the
Thomas Heart, and the Pharisee Heart.

It is sometimes hard for a Pastor to realize that
not everyone in his Church will be excited about
a move of God. So, when opposition arises from
a segment of his Church, he will need much
wisdom from God to deal with the aftermath of
revival.

Usually, the fear of losing people and
consequent loss of tithes and offerings will
dictate how he manages the conflict. No Pastor
wants to lose people or finances, but he/she
must decide, as to what he desires more, a
move of God or keeping people for the sake of
finances.

It is the price we must pay for having the
presence and glory of God in our meetings.
When God moves, people must change. God
does not change, nor does He soften the blow
to appease those who will not relinquish control.
So, do not pray for revival unless you are
prepared to see God come and clean house.
Psalm 68:1 says, “Let God arise, and His
enemies be scattered”

Remember, many of those who mocked and
criticized the upper room outpouring, were
“‘devout and God-fearing men” who had come to
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Jerusalem for the feast of “Shavuot”, also
known as the Feast of Weeks, and is celebrated
seven weeks after Passover.

They were coming to observe a religious festival
and it was a holy tradition and they were devout
enough to make the pilgrimage to Jerusalem.
When they saw and heard what was happening
in the Upper Room, it challenged their religious
beliefs, as they had never seen this before.

The reactions as indicated in Acts 2 show the
three groups distinctly. Words like “astonished
and bewildered, beside themselves with
amazement” from the Amplified Classic
translation, show the Peter heart, excited and
immediately interested.

Others were “puzzled and bewildered,” saying
one to another, what can this mean? These
were Thomas hearts, questioning what they
were seeing and trying to understand
intellectually what was happening.

But others made a joke of it and derisively said,
they are simply drunk and full of sweet
[intoxicating] wine. This was the Pharisee heart,
immediately jumping to a conclusion based on
their own religious understanding. They saw the
actions of the Upper Room crowd as the result
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of too much alcohol. This was a natural
interpretation of a heavenly event.

"But the natural [unbelieving] man does not
accept the things [the teachings and revelations]
of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness
[absurd and illogical] to him; and he is incapable
of understanding them, because they are
spiritually discerned and appreciated, [and he is
unqualified to judge spiritual matters]." 1
Corinthians 2:14 Amplified Bible. We must be
careful not to judge what we see and hear.

When Peter and John were brought before the
Sanhedrin, they spoke with such eloquence that
it surprised these highly educated Pharisees
and angered and enraged them to the point that
they wanted to kill them. But Gamaliel gave the
Sanhedrin good advice “standoff (withdraw)
from these men and let them alone. For if this
doctrine or purpose or undertaking or movement
is of human origin, it will fail (be overthrown and
come to nothing); “But if it is of God, you will not
be able to stop or overthrow or destroy them;
you might even be found fighting against God!”
Acts 5:39 AMPC

If something is blatantly unscriptural, then it
should be addressed and corrected. But since
we are not God and do not have His
understanding and wisdom, we can end up
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working against His will and purpose. “For as
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are
my ways higher than your ways, and my

thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:9 KJV

During the revival of the ninety’s, there were a
number of critics who had to repent and ask
forgiveness for opposing the move of God. On
two occasions, a major move of God was
stopped by the leadership. But God was
merciful and within months they repented and
apologized and embraced the move of God.

| heard several revivalists say to those who
fought against the revival “don’t sin against the
Holy Spirit” Thankfully, God looks at the heart
and not what the mouth is saying. Many out of
ignorance, and lack of revelation on the
workings of the Holy Spirit, fight against the
move of God but are sincere and love God from
their limited understanding.

We have often said, “if you play on the slippery
bank of the river often enough, you will soon slip
right into the river.” God will do whatever He
can to change their minds and bring them into a
deeper revelation of His power and glory.
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Chapter Four

The Impact of Past Revivals

Every modern Church today, had its roots in a
major revival and move of God. History records
six "Great Awakenings" that had a global impact
and each one had a specific purpose.

My intention is not to delve into the history of
each of those great moves of God, but to
discuss some of the results each one
influenced. God has a “master plan”, and that
plan is being worked today with great precision
and purpose. His ways are higher than our
ways, so it is not for us to understand why He
did what He did, but to realize that He has a
strategy and knows the end from the beginning.

The first Great Awakening, started by the
Moravian's with a prayer meeting, in North
Carolina, spread to the Baptists in Pennsylvania
and Virginia and eventually to Northampton,
Massachusetts, under the ministry of Jonathan
Edwards in 1734.

The revival spread to England, where God used
George Whitefield to reach thousands for Christ,
who later visited the United States in 1739
where he further impacted the revival started by
the Moravian's.
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A 150 new Congregational Churches sprang up
over a 20-year period and 30,000 new members
were added to the church between 1740 and
1742, doubling its size. Nine university colleges
were established in the colonies. Out of it came
the ministry of David Brainerd, who ministered
among the Native American Indians.

In Britain, George Whitefield continued to
spread the flame of revival and John Wesley
was one of the people who was impacted by
Whitfield” ministry.

God used Whitefield's ministry to start the
Cambuslang Awakening in 1742, with crowds of
between 20,000 to 30,000, who, stirred by his
preaching, began weeping and repenting of
sins. Whitefield preached in almost every town
of England, Scotland and Wales, visited the
USA in Boston, New York and Philadelphia.
During his ministry, he preached 18,000
sermons.

John Wesley began ministering with Whitfield
and continued as an itinerant preacher for 65
years. His travels took him an amazing 250,000
miles on horseback. He preached about 40,000
sermons and wrote 233 books, including his
journals and a complete commentary on the
bible. His ministry inspired 750 in England and
350 preaches in America who answered the Call
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of God. With his brother Charles, they
composed 9,000 hymns.

The impact that John Wesley had on world
evangelism was quite amazing. The London
Missionary society was a spinoff of his and
Whitfield ministries. One of the London
Missionary Society missionaries, William
Moffatt, felt the call of God to go to South Africa,
and arrived 1794 and set up a mission station in
Kuruman, SA . Approximately 45 years later,
David Livingston arrived on the shores of Cape
Town, and trekked three months north by Ox
wagon to set up a mission station to minister to
the Bechuana Tribe in South Africa.

Livingstone blazed trails throughout South and
Central Africa, seeking out suitable mission
stations for the London Missionary society
among many tribes he discovered.

It amazing how one man's decision and
dedication affected generations to come. Many
of Moffatt's and Livingstone's descendants are
still active in Southern Africa today.

God used the second, third, fourth, fifth and
sixth great awakenings, to raise up ministries
that had a profound impact on the body of
Christ. People like Charles Finny, John G Lake
and many other great names came out of each
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of those revivals, whom God used to reach
millions for the Kingdom of God.

For the past three decades, since the beginning
of the 1990's, God used my two brothers and |,
amongst others, to bring revival to the USA and
elsewhere. We had the privilege to witness
firsthand, various revivals that broke out across
the United States and other parts of the world. It
has been amazing to see how God has used
those revivals to touch the lives of individuals to
bring about His purpose.

Thirty three years later, we are still meeting
people who were in our revivals during the 90’s
who have testimonies of great change and
blessing that resulted from what God did so
many years ago.

People from different denominations, ethnic
backgrounds, and across the socio-economic
spectrum. We have received testimonies of
marriages healed. Of people being healed from
physical conditions they have suffered with for
years. Ministries revitalized by the fire and wind
of the Spirit and many who answered the call of
God for His plan and purpose.
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Chapter Five

What happens when revival comes?

As | have said previously, revival is a visitation
of God. When He visits us, He does some
amazing things that most Christians have
probably never seen before. Over the past 36
years, my wife and | and our two children, were
privileged to be part of the global revival from
1989 through its height in 1998 and continuing
as of the writing of this book. We have traveled
all over the USA, Canada and other parts of the
world, and have had the privilege of holding
revival meetings in numerous denominations.

We have ministered in Southern and Northern
Baptist Churches, Episcopal,

Lutheran, Assembly of God, Word of Faith,
Church of God, Pentecostal

Holiness, Open Bible denomination and
numerous Charismatic and Independent
churches. We saw a move of God in every
Church, and it was very evident that God was
interested in reaching people, and
denominations and doctrine was not important.

Most revivals ran for a week, morning and
evening meeting, from Sunday through Friday
and sometimes extended to a second, third and
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fourth week. We even had a few Five-week
revivals.

Except for a few, most of the Churches God
sent us to, embraced what He was doing,
recognizing the change, and refreshing that
came to the congregation.

The majority of the Churches we ministered in,
never went beyond a week or two of revival and
would invite us back a year later to hold a follow
up revival. In some cases, it was almost like
starting from scratch, as the people had simply
allowed themselves to get back into a spiritual
drought and needed to be refreshed again.

The amazing thing was the revivals were never
advertised or planned and were held on short
notice. The Lord had directed me not to
schedule meetings too far ahead.

A local pastor would visit one of our nearby
revival meetings, and loved what God was doing
and would approach me after a meeting with an
invitation to come as soon as we could.

The power of God was always present from the
first meeting and as people got blessed, they
would excitedly tell others who in turn got
blessed and so the news was spread abroad,
just like on the day of Pentecost, and the revival
would take on a life of its own. Usually, a week
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of meetings would impact several nearby
Churches, which in turn would lead to further
revival meetings being booked.

When you look at history, God poured out His
Spirit every 10 to 20 years, impacting
thousands of Churches. People got saved,
healed, delivered, and set free from depression,
fear, anxiety, bad habits etc. Backsliders came
back to God, and many obeyed the call of God
on their lives.

Sadly, several Churches got into error. They
loved what God did and the things that
happened to people, and they wanted to
continue the experience. But revival is never
about manifestations, but about the ONE who is
manifesting.

So, when the focus is on manifestations and we
try to make them happen, we can end up in the
flesh. "Are you so foolish and so senseless and
so silly? Having begun [your new life spiritually]
with the [Holy] Spirit, are you now reaching
perfection [by dependence] on the flesh?" Gal.
3:3

The Apostle Paul admonishing the Galatians
because they were using parts of the old law to
“perfect” the new life in Christ they had
experienced. It is so typical of the flesh to bring
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in the symbolic instead of the real. It is
symbolism instead of the substance of God’s
Word and His Holy Spirit.

| can understand, that when you have been
through a spiritual drought, and

God sends a refreshing, that you would want to
stay in that refreshing. But | have always said,
just hang around Jesus and you will see the
manifestation of the Spirit in whatever form He
desires to bring. (See Ch. 5 “Physical
Manifestations - Flesh or Spirit, How you can
know if it is God, the flesh or the devil”)

The thing we need to realize is that God has a
purpose in the revivals He has sent. It's what He
accomplishes through the revival that matters.
When we have an encounter with God, our
vision and purpose change and line up with
God's vision and purpose. When revival comes,
the Church may change radically. Existing
members may get offended and leave, whilst
new people get blessed and stay.

| have often been asked by Pastors how they
can maintain a spirit of

Revival. The answer is simple. Make room for
the Holy Spirit to move and He will. Give Him
opportunity, don’t crowd Him out with a program
that is so tight, that there is no room for Him to
move.
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We can’t sustain a supernatural move of God
using natural methods. The key here is,
"supernatural" and "move of God" It is a move of
God not a move of man. When we give Him the
opportunity to move, He will.

A visitation of God is so awesome. It brings
change and a refreshing, healing, blessing, new
direction, new purpose, and vision. To try to
duplicate what God does is impossible, but
when we stay focused on Him and His
presence, we will see Him move.

It all comes down to what our definition of
"revival" is. To put it simply, revival is what
happens when God’s glory and anointing is
present. It is HIS PRESENCE that makes things
happen in our lives and Churches. So, the key
is to always maintain His Presence, so that He
can do whatever He wants to and needs to do
at any time in our lives.

We need to realize that when God visits, He is
going to change some things. Those things are
whatever is hindering us from walking in victory
and in the will and purpose of God. It may be
what we are or are not doing. God may have to
change our doctrine and mindsets. Many times,
it is our belief system that is standing in the way
of God's blessing.
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Isaiah 43:19 says, "remember not the former
things, neither consider the things of old,
behold, | will do a new thing, now it shall spring
forth" The former things could be tradition, or
attitudes that we have built up and accumulated
over the years.

Acts 3:19 talks about "times of refreshing that
come from the presence of the Lord” but it starts
off with the word REPENT, which means,
"change your mind and your purpose" | must
be willing to change my mind and purpose and
allow God to put His mind and purpose in me.

Unfortunately, many are not willing to yield those
areas to God and consequently the Lord cannot
bless them and fill them to overflowing. It is like
a blocked up well. It does not matter how deep
it is, but if the well is clogged up with junk, it
cannot contain water. God needs to clean out all
the junk in our lives to make room for His
awesome blessing and purpose. The question
really should be, how do we maintain the
Presence of God?

Revival is not a super hyped-up meeting with a
lot of dancing, shouting, clapping and loud
rejoicing music. That may be fun and enjoyable
and not necessarily bad, but it is NOT the
atmosphere that we create in the physical realm
that results in a move of the Spirit.
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It is when hungry hearts enter into His presence,
through worship, prayer and anointed and
inspired preaching of the Word, that creates the
atmosphere for God to move supernaturally. It is
when we lay aside our own agenda and
embrace His will and purpose.
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Chapter Six

How to stay in Revival

The Three W's

| found the key to maintaining God's presence
and power in every meeting, | call it the three
W's ... “The Worship, The Word and The
Wonder.” If you have a good balance between
all three of these areas, you will always have a
move of God. Let me explain.

WORSHIP

In our meetings, | place a very strong emphasis
on worship, because it ushers in the presence
of God. When we worship God, we focus on
Him and His Presence. Worship is not three
slow songs after singing five fast songs.
Worship is between you and God and is intimate
and passionate.

| am showing my love for God when | worship
Him. Worship should not be a tradition or a
method. It should be a lifestyle of worship, a
daily relationship with God. When | worship
Him, | focus on Him, and He responds to the
worship by manifesting His presence and
power.
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| have had the privilege of leading worship for
thousands of hours over the past 55 years of
ministry since | was 18 years old. In every
revival meeting, | ask the church to lead praise
for the first 30 minutes. Then | lead the
congregation in a time of worship until | feel the
Holy Spirit directing me to stop. During those
times of worship, the presence of God fills the
sanctuary and God does some amazing things.
We have had testimonies of people being
healed during worship.

We cannot rush worship. Timed and scheduled
worship services are not an invitation to the
Holy Spirit to move. We must give Him
opportunity to move. | am saddened to see how
disconnected many Christians are when it
comes to worship. It is almost like they wish that
part of the service would end.

In a way, | cannot blame them because a lot of
what they have seen has been a show of
musical talent and great voices and had nothing
to do with worshiping the King of Kings and the
Lord of Lords.

We need to spend time in the Presence of God,
as we worship, and allow the Holy Spirit to
move and the gifts of the Spirit to operate,
touching hearts and preparing minds for the
preaching of the word. "They that wait upon the
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Lord shall renew their strength" Isa.40:31 The
word “wait” in the Hebrew term implies “waiting
or hoping with anticipation and patience, often
with a sense of expectation.”

It is OK to have a period of silence between
songs. Many worship leaders have been trained
to keep the show moving along, so they fill
every moment with music. But we need to
pause often to give people a chance to be alone
with God and to listen to what He is trying to say
to them.

In most meetings, after preaching the word or
after praying for people, | go back to my
keyboard and worship some more. It is amazing
what God does during that session, which is
often the most powerful. It is because people
have been so encouraged, refreshed and
revitalized and their faith has been stirred. The
tiredness and lethargy they had when they first
walked into the meeting, is gone and they are
hungry, thirsty and desperate for more of His
presence and glory.

THE WORD

In most Churches, the preaching of the Word of
God is important, and that is good. But it is
equally important what is being preached. Do
not make the mistake so many preachers make
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and preach about what they see happening in
the lives of people. The Holy Spirit already
knows the hearts and issues of His people and
can direct us to preach a word that is "in
season".

The ideal message is one that is born of the
Spirit of God. It should flow from a heart that is
already in fellowship with Him and be delivered
with unction, compassion, grace, mercy and the
power and demonstration of the Spirit.

Now the Holy Spirit may prompt you to address
a particular sin, but your motive should be with a
heart of compassion, to restore the hearts of the
hearers into harmony with God. "We then that
are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the
weak, and not to please ourselves.” Romans
15:1

Paul is encouraging those who are "strong" in
faith, to support those who are "weak," who
might struggle with doubt.

People need to be immersed in an anointed
word, so that the Holy Spirit can confirm the
word with signs following. They need to know
how God can set them free and that He is ready
to deal with the cause of their sin.

He is willing and waiting to meet with them in a
unique way, and to cause His anointing to
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destroy the yoke of bondage that is causing the
sin. Making people feel guilty is not my job, but
the work of the Holy Spirit. "And when he is
come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment:" John 16:8

| place a strong emphasis on preaching the
Word in our revival meetings. We must have the
instruction and correction that God's word
brings. Without it, we are like a ship without a
rudder.

It is sad to see some people, who were touched
in the revivals of the 90's, who have suddenly
decided, now that they have the Spirit, they do
not need the Word of God.

They believe that the Holy Spirit as teacher, will
teach them from now onwards. NOT SO. We
need God’s Word and the Holy Spirit to teach us
and guide us into all truth, to maintain balance
in our lives.

We need the Word of God confirmed with signs
following. Having the Word of God and no
Anointing will be dry, legalistic and will make us
intellectually connected with God, so that we
think it is "our knowledge" that makes us strong.
Conversely, if we only have the anointing and
demonstration of the power of God, we will
eventually become "flaky", sensual and shallow.
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THE WONDER

My definition of WONDER is what God does
during the worship, the preaching of the Word
and afterward. God needs to confirm His Word
with signs following. Signs and wonders always
accompanied the disciples wherever they
ministered. Mark 16:20: "And they went forth,
and preached everywhere, the Lord working
with them, and confirming the word with signs
following."

Because God knows our hearts, fears, hopes,
desires, dreams, and knows what He wants to
do in our lives, He will do whatever it takes to
change us, mold us, shape us and make us into
whatever He needs us to be.

The nine gifts of the Spirit should be evident in
our meetings. It is the Holy Spirit that gives
severally as He wills. In other words, whatever
the need is, an appropriate gift will operate. It is
not for me to operate, but to yield to the Holy
Spirit and allow Him to do what He needs to do
through me.

The wonder will not happen if | do not allow it to
take place. By that | mean, God will not move
beyond what | will allow Him to, because | have
a free will and God will not force me to do
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something against my will. When we give Him
room to move, He will show forth His Glory.

Many pastors close the meeting directly after
the preaching of the Word. Why? Possibly
because they are concerned that nothing will
happen or that they might say or do the wrong
thing. Or that it would be embarrassing to the
congregation present. Others comment ...
“‘what if God does not move” Well my question is
... “what if God does move?”

When we realize that the move of the Spirit has
nothing to do with us, other than we are simply
a vessel that God can use. When we realize
that it is Him in us doing the ministry, it takes the
pressure from us and puts it on the Lord.

One of the statements that many Pastors have
made to me is, “because they know the people,
they are afraid to move in the gifts in case they
end up ministering from the flesh.” My response
to them is, people's circumstances change and
what we see on the outside may not be what is
going on inside of their hearts.

So, our job is to stay connected to the mind of
the Spirit and allow Him to work through us to
touch lives. The Holy Spirit could give you a
word of wisdom to help that person cope with
whatever they are going through or reveal to
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you some physical condition that God wants to
heal.

If you make a mistake, ask God to help you not
make that mistake again. The key is to stay
humble before the Lord and not take any credit
for yourself if God uses you.

| cannot remember a meeting where God did
reveal His power and glory. Some of the
greatest outpourings | have experienced were in
places | thought God would not be able to move
because of what | perceived in the natural.

But as | pressed in and gave Him opportunity,
He showed His mighty hand and people got
saved, healed, filled, and set free. It is quite
amazing to see God move in places that at first
appeared to be dry and dead, but God "... is
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that
we ask or think, according to the power that
worketh in us," Ephesians 3:20
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Chapter Seven

What hinders revival?

It has been interesting to observe what God has
done in more than 5,000 meetings that we have
had the privilege of ministering in over the past
33 years. The reactions, both positive and
negative, are quite amazing.

It is particularly interesting to see the reaction
from the leadership. Pastors are often hungry
for revival and are quite surprised to find that
their leadership of elders, deacons, or others,
are not open to a move of God.

Let me preface this chapter with this comment.
“Evangelists are not perfect, only messengers
with a Divine appointment and appropriate Gifts
of the Spirit to accomplish the task.” However
there rests a great responsibility on the
evangelists’ shoulders, to make sure we deliver
the message as God directs us by His Holy
Spirit.

It is a careless and naive evangelist who thinks
that everyone under the sound of his/her voice
must yield to the message without question.
People are persuaded by the ANOINTED
message, by example, and by the way
Evangelists conduct themselves and how they
treat others.
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It is not up to me to judge another's heart. We
are instructed to " Owe no man anything, but to
love one another, for he that loveth another
hath fulfilled the law." Rom 13:8 (KJV)

“This is my commandment, that you love one
another as | have loved you.” John 15:12
"Greater love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his friends." John
15:13 (KJV)

So as evangelists, our motive should always
be, these are God's people, and | am here to
be His messenger and a vessel through which
He can reach out and touch them.

In John 21, Jesus asked Peter three times "do
you love me" and Peter immediately
answered, "you know that | do”. Jesus’
response was different each time. He said,
"feed my Lambs” “feed my sheep" and "tend
my sheep". Jesus was laying the foundation
for Peter's motive for ministry. You see, if it
were not for Jesus' lambs and sheep, we
would not have a ministry.

Do we make mistakes? Sure, we do. Have we
hurt people along the way? Sure, we have. But
those are casualties that happened because we
are not perfect, and this world is not perfect, and
we respond sometimes in the flesh and not the
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spirit. But God always looks at the motives of
our heart and His forgiveness and mercy
abounds towards us.

Having said that, it is the sheep and lambs that
need to give heed with an open heart to the
message from God's messenger. We will not
always agree with everything that we hear. But
as one seasoned preacher said, we eat the
chicken and discard the bones.

There is too much criticism in the Body of Christ.
| have heard people make comments, like ... “he
is a flake” ... or “he is a false profit” ... or “that
Church is a cult.” Sure, all those comments may
have some validity, but they are still God's
sheep, and | must make sure my attitude does
not exclude them but rather encourage them to
find a better way. “But covet earnestly the best
gifts: and yet shew | unto you a more excellent
way." 1 Corinthians 12:31. The “more excellent
way” is “love” as detailed in chapter 13.

Gal 6:1 says " Brethren, if a man be overtaken
in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an
one in the spirit of meekness; considering
thyself, lest thou also be tempted." My heart’s
desire must be always to restore and not break
down further. Jesus said, "feed my sheep” not
beat my sheep.
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In many cases it is the people who are hungry
for revival, but the leadership are afraid to allow
God to move. We must realize that flesh is
present in every revival. Flesh has its own
agenda and God has another agenda.

Paul speaks about it in Romans 8 vs 6 - 8 "Now
the mind of the flesh [which is sense and reason
without the Holy Spirit] is death [death that
comprises all the miseries arising from sin, both
here and hereafter]. But the mind of the [Holy]
Spirit is life and [soul] peace [both now and
forever]. Vs.7 “[That is] because the mind of the
flesh [with its carnal thoughts and purposes] is
hostile to God, for it does not submit itself to
God’s Law; indeed, it cannot.” Vs. 8 “So then
those who are living the life of the flesh [catering
to the appetites and impulses of their carnal
nature] cannot please or satisfy God or be
acceptable to Him.”

Flesh must yield to God's agenda, His plan and
purpose, for a true revival to take place. But |
have by observation these past 33 years,
realized that there are several key elements that
will hinder revival. | will identify five areas that |
believe are the main hindrances to revival. They
are not in order of importance and can
sometime be singularly or collectively the
problem.
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1. Wrong motives.

God looks at the heart and sees our motives.
When pride and ego take the center stage, it will
hinder the move of God. Sure, you will see
people get saved, healed, and blessed, but the
revival will not be sustained, because people
have assumed it had something to do with them
and took the credit themselves instead of giving
it to God. A humble heart is a yielded heart. It's
not some man-made humility that all can see,
but comes from a heart hungry, thirsty, and
desperate for God to bring about change, which
will allow Him to move as He sees fit.

If you are in leadership, never ever see a revival
as an opportunity to increase Church
membership or propagate your ministry. It is not
about growing in numbers, although that may
happen, it's about people growing closer to God
and yielding to His divine plan and purpose.

2. Self-importance

God does not move because there is something
special about us. He moves because there is
something special about Him. When we begin to
believe that there is something special about us,
we take the attention off Him and put it onto us.
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God does not share the glory. | discovered a
long time ago, that the move of God did not
depend on my ability to preach, sing, prophecy
or pray. God moved because | placed Him first
and lifted His name and gave Him room to move
in my meetings.

The reason there is so much hype in religious
meetings today, is because preachers and
worship leaders have bought into the idea that it
is their skill, knowledge and anointing that is
causing God to move. They try to create an
atmosphere for God to move in based on their
charisma, flair, personality etc., consequently
there is a lot of man on display rather than God.
It is worship and reverencing His presence that
causes Him to move.

3. Money becomes the focus

We have a saying ... the water is free but the
plumbing costs money. Without money, it is
impossible to spread revival. As a traveling
ministry, | have firsthand experience. Travel,
hotels, food, clothing, and other family needs as
well as ministry running expenses and
equipment, it's an ongoing month by month,
year by year faith walk

Sadly, | have seen the focus on money change
the intensity of revival. Many have seen revival
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as an opportunity to enrich themselves.
Probably because of the perception of their own
importance in the process of revival, they feel
entitled to have a lot of money. | have no
problem if God supernaturally blesses people
with lots of money. What a blessing they can be
to the Body of Christ. However, revival is not
there for our personal enrichment in things of
the world, but to enrich the lives of God's people
and bring change to their lives.

During times of revival, people come from all
over and because they are hungry and
desperate for God's touch, they sometimes give
lavishly and consequently the offering each
night are substantial. There is a real danger
when that happens. Integrity and good morals
will be put to the test.

| am appalled at the deals many ministries make
with each other. You scratch my back, and | will
scratch yours. Meetings are not set up because
of the Holy Spirit has ordained them, but
because of the financial gain to be made.
Pulpits get swapped because the visiting
preacher tithes to the inviting pastor. The visiting
preacher will then reciprocate later.

This is wrong and will result in a mediocre move
of God or none at all, and people may leave
disillusioned and dry. Because of the grace and
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mercy of God, He will always honor His word
and bless the heart of faith that receives and
believes His word.

4. Focusing on the signs and wonders rather
than the ONE doing the Signs and Wonders.

Every revival is accompanied by special
manifestations of the Spirit. It is not the Holy
Spirit manifesting but people's reaction to His
touch. But sadly, many will place foremost
importance on the happenings of revival and so
try to duplicate them in every meeting.

Because the preacher is not the giver of gifts but
the Holy Spirit, the result will be a manifestation
of the flesh and not the Holy Spirit. The Word of
God says, "the manifestation of the Spirit is
given to every man to profit withal” 1 Corinthians
12:7

So, the emphasis of our meetings should be the
presence of the Holy Spirit so that He can move
as He sees fit, directed by Jesus who is the
head of the Church.

God is the giver of good gifts, but we must allow
Him to dispense the gifts when He needs to. So
rather than focusing on the manifestation we
focus on the “Manifestor,” and when we give
Him His rightful place in our lives and meetings,
His glory will flow, and power will grow and
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whatever He does will be good and fresh
always.

5. Tradition and Doctrine

Because revival is a move of God and not a
move of man, it is difficult for those who have
never seen God in action to embrace it readily. |
always use the analogy of the parting of the Red
Sea. Can you imagine, standing on the shore
and seeing the water begin to roll back and
suddenly a path appears across the entire
expanse of water.

Then to witness, approximately four million
Israelites, walking across the dry seabed,
driving their cattle and sheep and carts loaded
with personal belongings. It would be an
amazing and mind-boggling sight. Now if you
were to tell someone about that later, they
would not believe you because it would sound
bizarre.

The problem lies with mindsets which are
formed from tradition and doctrine. There are
many traditions and doctrines that are good, but
when they stand in the way of a move of God,
they must be adjusted.
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The initial outpouring of the Holy Spirit as
described in Acts chapter 2, came in a powerful
demonstration of God’s glory. The description
found in Vs 1 and 2 " sound from heaven "
"mighty rushing wind", "tongues of fire" and
"speaking in unknown tongues" were all new
and strange to the one hundred and twenty
disciples and the thousands of "devout and God
fearing" people who had come from far and
wide to celebrate the feast of Shavuot. (Feast of
Weeks)

God evidently was not worried about the
traditions of men when He sent His Holy Spirit
to fill all that were in one accord in the upper
room.

The mindsets of those who came to see what all
the commotion was about, caused various
reactions. They were amazed, marveled, were
in doubt, skeptical all because they had never
seen it before. Their tradition and belief set did
not allow them to accept anything that could not
fit into that framework.

And so, just because you have not seen it
before, does not qualify you to be the judge. |
always say, look for the fruit. If people are being
healed, saved, delivered, and set free and love,
joy, and peace are present, then it has to be
God, because the devil does not have any to
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give, and the flesh is not able to reproduce it
without the help of some substance or stimulus.

Isaiah 43:19 says "remember not the former
things, neither consider the things of old ... | will
do a new thing, now it shall spring forth" God
wants to do a new thing in your life and your
mindset and tradition may be a big hindrance.

Conclusion

There are probably many more things that
hinder revival, but these five areas are critical.
God can only move as much as | will allow Him
to move.
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Chapter Eight

Manifestations - The devil, the flesh or God.

How you can know the difference?

When the Holy Spirit manifests, things happen,
and people react to the manifestation of the
Holy Spirit. When an immortal God touches
mortal man, something happens that the natural
mind will find difficult to understand. 1 Cor 12:7
says "... the manifestation of the Spirit is given
to every man to profit withal."

God touches man with His power for a purpose.
We do not understand what He is doing, but He
made us and knows how to change us. He
touched Saul of Tarsus in a powerful way on the
road to Damascus.

Paul's intent, being a zealous Pharisee, was to
harass, arrest and kill Christians. But God knew
his heart and met him in quite a profound way.
He fell to the ground and lay trembling. A light,
brighter than the noon day sun, flashed around
him. Acts 28 (AMPC)

He heard a voice out of heaven speaking to him
quite sternly. He was given instructions and
when he finally got up, he was blind and
remained that way for three days.
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That was a very tangible, physical, and
emotional experience. It touched every part of
his being, spirit, soul, and body and brought a
change in his purpose, direction, and vision. His
life drastically changed, and he became mightily
used by God in spreading the message of Christ
and writing 13 of the 27 books in the New
Testament.

| would love to see many people in prominent
positions have an encounter with God like Saul
did. But that is for God to decide not me.

The great miracles of the Bible were astounding
and mind-boggling. They drew reactions from
onlookers and recipients alike. You cannot
witness the supernatural manifestation of God
and not be moved by it either positively or
negatively.

Can you imagine witnessing the raising of
Lazarus who was dead for three days or seeing
a person with leprosy being healed, or Jesus
and Peter walking on the water. It would
certainly get your attention in no uncertain ways
and cause you to “be amazed and marvel” as
was the reaction on the day of Pentecost.

In many modern-day Churches, emotionalism of
any sort is mostly frowned upon. However,
crying is viewed by some, especially
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Pentecostal or Charismatic Churches, as being
evidence of God at work.

Whilst crying can be the reaction to a deep work
of God, or evidence of a softening towards the
Lord, it is not the only reaction. Joy is also an
outward sign of an inward work. Jesus Himself,
expressed a lot of joy. Luke 10:21 "In that same
hour He rejoiced greatly and gloried in the Holy
Spirit."

The Greek word for "rejoiced" is " Agalliao"
which means "to jump for joy, i.e., exult"
(Strong's Concordance). Seeing Jesus jump for
joy is very different from the dull image most
religions portray Him as.

1 Pet 1:8 uses the same word. We "rejoice
(agalliao) with joy unspeakable and full of glory."
Unspeakable jumping joy and full of glory is not
your average human joy and would be hard to
explain in the natural.

On the day of Pentecost, the reactions were
quite varied. Some were in doubt and asked the
question, "what meaneth this" Others were
beside themselves with amazement and a
group were critical and mocking because they
thought the disciples were drunk. The natural
interpretation of all the strange things happening
in the upper room was skepticism and criticism.
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| can understand that because we have seen it
in our own revival meetings. You cannot stand
on the bank of the river and try to imagine how
good the water is or try to tell others how good it
is without firsthand knowledge.

You must swim in the water to know how good it
is, and then you can speak from experience.

Unfortunately, religion has relegated miracles
and the power of God to a doctrine or idea that
is mentioned from time to time. We sing about
God's power and even preach about it in
sermons, but never or seldom see Him in
action.

Many will read about and accept the account of
His miraculous manifestations in the bible but
would be reticent to allow Him to do the same in
their Church. He is "yesterday, today and
forever the same" He never changes and what
He did in bible days is what He wants to do
today.

Jesus even promised, "the works that | do, ye
shall do also and greater works than these"
What works did Jesus do? He "went about
doing good, and healing all that were oppressed
of the devil, for God was with Him" Acts 10:38

But we cannot just quote the last part of this
verse without mentioning the first part. "How
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God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Ghost and power" He was "anointed" to do the
work. It was not Him but the Holy Spirit in Him
doing the work.

The same Holy Spirit is in us today, anointing us
to do what Jesus did. He operates through us
by the nine gifts of the Spirit, as He wills. We are
the vessels "laying hands on the sick" and He is
the One causing them to recover.

The gifts of the Spirit are not a theory only to be
spoken of, but an actual reality. The gifts of the
Spirit were not only for the book of Acts, but for
us today. Why? Because we need them now
just as much as people needed them back then.

Christians have been so brain washed that they
see the devil in everything. Often when God
moves, it is mistaken for the devil. Remember,
satan is evil, dark and has no interest in
blessing God's people. His purpose and plan
are that we fail and ultimately fall away from
God.

But since he is not omnipresent, omniscient,
and omnipotent, he is rendered weak and
ineffectual, when we live in God's presence and
allow God's power to work in us and through us.
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Do not get me wrong, the devil is a reality and
working evil in the earth today, but we have "the
greater One" dwelling inside us, and "greater is
He that is in us than He that is in the world" 1
John 4:4 KJV. We are on the winning team with
God being Omnipresent, Omniscient and
Omnipotent, and the devil is none of those.

We must recognize God at work and realize
there is a stark difference between His operation
and the devil's. The devil has no joy, peace, or
love and therefore, whatever he does is devoid
of those three things. God is author of love, joy
and peace and is only capable of doing good
and bringing blessing into our lives.

James 1:17 "Every good gift and every perfect
(free, large, full) gift is from above; it comes
down from the Father of all light, in Whom there
can be no variation or shadow cast by His
turning."

In many Churches today, any reaction to the
move of the Spirit is viewed suspiciously. There
is more credit given to the devil for things that
happen, than to God. We are so programmed to
"discern the spirits" that if God moves, we
become automatically skeptical.

But my question always is, why would the devil
be in Church in the first place. He could only be
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where God is not. Secondly, he cannot be in
every Church across the world at the same time
because he is not omnipresent.

He also cannot know what | am thinking
because he is not all knowing or omniscient.
And since he is not all powerful or omnipotent,
he is not capable of doing all that the Church
credits him for. (Please re-read this paragraph
and give serious thought and prayer to what |
am saying. It will set you free)

Many of the things that Christians blame on the
devil are simply "works of the flesh" There are
17 works of the flesh mentioned in Galatians
5:19-21 ... "Adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness, ldolatry, witchcraft, hatred,
variance, emulations, wrath, strife, sedition’,
heresies, Envying’s, murders, drunkenness,
raveling’s" The bible calls them "works of the
flesh" not works of the devil.

James 1:14 Amplified “But every person is
tempted when he is drawn away, enticed and
baited by his own evil desire (lust, passions)."
Enticed and baited by his own evil desire. That
is a powerful statement. We are responsible for
most of the sins that happen in our lives. When
we finally admit it, it will set us free.
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The Word of God declares "walk in the Spirit
and you will not fulfill the works of the flesh" The
key here is to walk in the Spirit. Walking in the
Spirit means we are aware of Him living inside
of us, leading us, correcting, and directing us to
fulfil the plan and purpose of God in us and
through us.

Jesus never yielded to temptation when the
devil tempted Him in the wilderness. The bible
says He was full of the Holy Spirit when the
Spirit led Him into the wilderness.

After forty days, He left "full of and controlled by
the Holy Spirit" Jesus' secret was to stay full of
and controlled by the Holy Spirit. The word then
declares Luke 4:13 " And when the devil had
ended all the temptation, he departed from him
for a season.” That meant the devil was not
around Jesus all the time, why? Because he is
not omnipresent.

We need to discern between the flesh, the devil
and God. It is not hard to do that. We just need
to look for the character of God. The word
declares in James 1:17 " Every good gift and
every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no
variableness, neither shadow of turning."
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God is the author of good gifts. Jesus said in
John 10:10 " The thief cometh not, but for to
steal, and to kill, and to destroy but | am come
that they might have life, and that they might
have it more abundantly." It is the thief who
steals and destroys, but Jesus came to give life.

Revivals are not perfect, because we are
imperfect humans. We may not perfect, but He
is. So, when a perfect God touches imperfect
flesh, things can go wrong. Sadly, every revival,
whilst bringing blessing and change to many,
have also produced errors. If we do not stay
focused on God and His word, and what His
purpose is, we will get side tracked and end up
with our own agenda.

| have seen people begin to preach and teach
some crazy doctrines. This happens when
people focus on manifestations rather than on
the “manifestor.” Paul even rebuked the
Galatians "Are ye so foolish? having begun in
the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the
flesh?" Galatians 3:3

It is very possible that what God starts to do, to
bring blessing on the Body of Christ, becomes a
fleshly mess.

He is a longsuffering and patient God, and
whilst it grieves Him tremendously, He will wait
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until the next strategic moment when He can
again pour out His love and blessing on a dry
and thirsty Church.
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Chapter Nine

When will the next revival be?

To be quite honest, revival began on the day of
Pentecost and has continued until this day. |
would love to say, | have a definitive word from
God concerning the future. | do not. But what |
do have is a deep inner sense that because
God is the same yesterday, today and forever,
He is going to move whenever He is given an
opportunity, because He loves His creation.

As | mentioned earlier, historically, every 20 to
30 years there has been a major outpouring of
God's power and glory. | believe, God times His
outpouring to allow every generation the
opportunity to experience His presence and
power.

Also, because humans are so apt to camp
around an experience, God must bring a fresh
wave of revival to break us out of our tradition.
But above all, God loves people and wants
them to be touched, healed, saved, and set free
from the problems they experience in life.

Every major revival saw the birth of various
denominations. For instance, from the Azusa
Street Revival, the Church of God and the
Assemblies of God and several other
denominations came into being. Most were
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birthed in the height of revival and experienced
the power and demonstration of the Holy Spirit,
but over time, they lost the freshness of the
glory and presence of God.

| have often used this expression. “If you are
born in the fire, you cannot live in the smoke.”

| was having a revival meeting in a Church
some years ago and during the time of ministry,
the power of God had touched most of the
congregation and there were people lying on the
floor laughing, crying, and soaking in the Glory
of God.

An elderly man, about in his 80’s, was standing
near the front of the Church, watching the
people on the floor. | commented that what God
was doing in the hearts of people was
wonderful. He looked at me with tears streaming
down his cheeks and replied, "I remember
seeing this in every meeting when | was a
teenager, but | have not seen this in over 60
years".

It really saddened me that for all these decades,
his Church, birthed out of the Azuza Street
revival, had walked away from the tangible
power and presence of God. Do not get me
wrong, | am not saying that there are no
Churches that are open to and flowing with the
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Holy Spirit. Many individual Churches in those
denominations, love the presence and power of
God.

The Holy Spirit is still alive and living in the Body
of Christ. He has many who are on fire and
ready to obey His command. But, as a whole,
the Church has lost its fire and many, sadly, are
backslidden. They began in the spirit and
ended up in the flesh. The statistics confirm that
statement. (See the end of this chapter)

Recent Outpourings.

God has never stopped working in His Church,
The Body of Christ. There will always be church,
city, state or nationwide revivals that will occur
from time to time to fulfil the purpose of God.

Recently, the Asbury Revival took place in
Wilmore, KY, where the flame of revival was
kindled anew in the hearts of young and old
alike. It was on February 8", 2023, that a
spontaneous revival broke out.

What began as a routine chapel service grew
into an unplanned revival, as students lingered
in the pews of Hughes Auditorium and
worshipped around the clock. The spontaneous
gathering was ignited when a student confessed
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sin publicly. This transformed the atmosphere
into one of faith and hunger for God.

The Asbury’s president invited all students, by
email, to join the growing revival of worship. It
was reminiscent of the 1970 awakening at the
college and was characterized by intense
worship and students calling upon the Lord and
praying for one another.

The news of Asbury's spontaneous revival
spread via social media. The hashtag
"#AsburyRevival" started trending on platforms
like TikTok, capturing over 24 million views. It
was God’s attempt to reach the Generation Z,
demographic often noted for its religious
disaffiliation.

Attendance swelled to thousands daily, with the
revival drawing 50,000 - 70,000 visitors from
more than 200 academic institutions and
numerous countries. The outpouring at Asbury
was a mosaic of Christian unity, with Methodists,
Baptists, Episcopalians, Pentecostals,
Charismatics and Roman Catholics alike, all
converging in a unity of faith and expectation.

The revival's ripples were felt across campuses
nationwide, as stories of miracles and profound

92



acts of hospitality emerged from those who had
witnessed the Holy Spirit’s work at Asbury.

This modern-day Pentecost, as some have
termed it, stands as a beacon of hope, a
reminder that the Holy Spirit moves in seasons
and cycles, to reach every generation with His
power and glory.

God uses outpourings like Asbury, to refresh,
renew, restore the hearts of many who have
become burdened by the pressures of life or
have simply grown cold in their spiritual life. The
outcome of all these outpourings cannot be
measured in human terms because we can only
see the event happening, not what God is doing
within hearts and the long-term results of the
touch of God.

| cannot imagine serving God without feeling His
awesome presence. | cannot understand how
Christians can simply turn away from the reality
of the powers of the world to come.

Why does that happen, you ask? When
Christians focus on manifestations, and not the
one who is manifesting, it becomes a tradition.
Tradition kills the presence of God because it
takes people out of faith and into works. God
wants all His children to experience His power
and presence.
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Revivals have a purpose, and the following
statistics emphasize the need for a great move
of God.

According to the Schaefer Institute in a survey
conducted in 2016.

* over 1,700 pastors left the ministry every
month during that statistic year.

* Fifty percent of the ministers starting out
will not last 5 years.

* 4,000 new churches begin each year and
* 7,000 churches close.

* Seventy-five percent of pastors report
being “extremely stressed” or “highly
stressed.”

* Ninety percent work between 55 to 75
hours per week

* Ninety percent feel fatigued and worn out
every week.

* Seventy percent say they are grossly
underpaid.

* Forty percent report a serious conflict
with a parishioner at least once a month.

* Seventy-eight percent were forced to
resign from their church (63% at least
twice), most commonly because of
church conflict.
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* Eighty percent will not be in ministry ten
years from now and only a fraction will
make it a lifelong career.

* On average, seminary trained pastors
last only five years in church ministry.

* One hundred % of 1,050 Reformed and
Evangelical pastors had a colleague who
had left the ministry because of burnout,
church conflict, or moral failure.

* Ninety-one percent have experienced
some form of burnout in ministry and

* Eighteen percent say they are “fried to a
crisp right now.”

These statistics are unmistakable evidence that
the Body of Christ is in dire need of a major
outpouring of the glory of God. Some of the
causes of these alarming statistics are
discouragement, loneliness, feelings of failure,
moral failure, financial pressure, anger, burnout,
physical health, marriage & family problems,
burden of Church administration.

It is important that we pray for those in the
ministry. But it is not prayer alone that will solve
these problems, but the presence and power of
God that will restore the joy of their salvation
and the anointing that will destroy the yokes of
bondage mentioned above.
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We need "times of refreshing” that come from
the presence of the Lord ... of recovering from
the effects of heat, of reviving with fresh air. "

Acts 3:19 (Amplified)

The Church, the Body of Christ, needs a
visitation of God. The upper room experience
birthed the Church in Jerusalem and profoundly
changed the disciples’ lives.

The fresh anointing in the disciples’ lives
changed their direction and purpose, and God
was able to use them to reach a lost and a
dying world. We need a new "upper room"
outpouring today, that will change the direction
and purpose of the Church.

It is vital that every pastor, preacher, minister,
and ministry, have outside help from dedicated
staff and workers to help them fulfil the call of
God. But it is even more important that each
one receives inside help in the form of a fresh
anointing from heaven.

It is the power and presence of God that will be
our greatest asset in the days that lie
ahead.The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, living
on the inside, will guide us into all truth.

Jesus promised in John 14:16 (AMPC) "And |
will ask the Father, and He will give you another
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Comforter (Counselor, Helper, Intercessor,
Advocate, Strengthener, and Standby), that He
may remain with you forever."

He is our Counselor, Helper, Intercessor,
Advocate, Strengthener, and Standby and guide
and we as the Body of Christ, need a fresh
encounter with Him and a fresh outpouring of
His love, mercy, grace, and presence.

Call upon the Lord today. Let Him know that you
are hungry, thirsty, and desperate for Him. Invite
Him to come and fill you to overflowing and to
saturate you with His anointing. Ask Him to give
you a new vision, new purpose, and new
direction.
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A prayer for you.

Father, | pray for every reader of this book
that You would pour out your Spirit upon

and in them. That a fresh anointing would
fill them and bring about amazing change.

Give them a new vision, purpose, and
direction today. Bring about change in their
circumstances and use them for Your glory
and purpose. Heal broken hearts and
marriages and let Your Glory be seen in
them today.

In Jesus Mighty Name, Amen.
God bless you richly.
Gil Howard-Browne

www.revevaltimes.com

Join our live broadcast every Mon., Thurs., and Sat. At
8pm EST on Facebook and YouTube. Search Gil Howard-
Browne
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